
 

 

Thornton Wilder’s ‘Our Town’ Will Be Performed at 
Manhattanville College 
 
Thursday, 09 October 2014  

 

Led by Director Clista Townsend, 18 Manhattanville College students will be bringing 
Thornton Wilder’s “Our Town” to the Little Theatre’s stage, October 16 through 19. 

Wilder created the set using two ladders, two tables, and two chairs to reflect the play’s 
message: valuing the simplest and smallest events in our daily lives. 

“Technology changes you, and yet what’s on the future to come I can’t even imagine. But 
I’ve got to embrace it.” Townsend said, “And I’ve got to also to embrace the immediate, 
the here and now. Be able to feel the breeze, hear children’s laughter, and take the time 
to appreciate the beautiful moments. We forget to do that. And Wilder’s message is that 
human beings tend to forget about appreciating the simple things, even in the time in 
which he wrote the play.” 

Aaron Klein ’17, plays George Gibbs, the eldest son of one of the families featured in the 
production, said, “This play is very unique in the way that it has very little set and 
scenery. This requires the cast to completely draw in the attention of the audience much 
more than that of any other play. I saw this as a challenge, and a new experience.” 

“Our Town,” takes place in the fictional neighborhood of Grover’s Corners, New 
Hampshire in the early 20th Century, and tells the story of two families living there at 
various times in their lives. 

Julia Furlipa ‘17, who plays Samantha Craig, has more experience acting in comedies, 
but wanted to test her abilities with a drama. “I wanted to challenge myself by doing 
‘Our Town,’ which is the opposite of a comedy. There are moments in the show that 
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really get to you and will leave you speechless.” 

The performances Thursday through Saturday will take place at 8 p.m., and the Sunday 
show will begin at 2 p.m. General admission tickets are $10 and tickets for 
Manhattanville students are $5, they can be purchased by calling the Dance & Theatre 
Box Office, (914)323-7175. 

The Little Theatre is located in Brownson Hall on Manhattanville College’s campus, 
2900 Purchase Street, Purchase, NY.  

 


