
 

 

 

Manhattanville College to Host Human Rights 
Awareness Day for 8th Consecutive Year  

Monday, 10 November 2014  

  

The eighth annual Human Rights Awareness Day (HRAD) will take place at 
Manhattanville College on Saturday, Nov. 15. 

“This year, we are returning HRAD to be an entirely student-organized event. In its 
first inception, HRAD was organized through a Castle Scholars seminar on genocide. 
Now, we have institutionalized this model and offer a service-learning class through 
Castle Scholars, which organizes the event each fall,” stated Professor Elizabeth Cherry, 
director of the Castle Scholars Program. 

The event will feature Shant Mardirossian, chair of the Near East Foundation, the Big 
Apple Playback Theatre, and Manhattanville student Nick Lombardi ‘17. 

Mardirossian will be speaking about the Near East Foundation and how it contributes 
to the building of “more sustainable, prosperous, and inclusive communities in the 
Middle East and Africa through education, community organizing, and economic 
development.” Born in Lebanon with Armenian descent, Mardirossian holds a B.B.A. 
and an M.B.A. from the Lubin School of Business at Pace University.
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The Big Apple Playback Theatre is a spontaneous theatre group that bases their stories 
on experiences shared by the audience members with the ultimate purpose of creating a 
world without hate and violence. Danielle Levanas and Christine Witmer will be the 
actresses and facilitators of an interactive play along with a Manhattanville student, 
Vanity Hendricks-Robinson’16. 

Inspired by his young brother who was diagnosed with autism, Lombardi has promoted 
autism awareness since he was 11-years-old when he created a button that says “I’m not 
misbehaving, I have Autism. Please be Understanding.” With the support of the 
Duchesne Center for Social and Religious Justice, Lombardi has continued to sell the 
buttons as a student at Manhattanville. 

The day will also include a poster and table session in which different organizations will 
share their actions that promote human rights, a spoken word event and a screening 
and discussion of the movie “Persepolis,” an animated movie narrated by a young 
woman who experiences the Iranian Revolution. 

 

 It is important to have events such as HRAD on campus to maintain the tradition of 
social action, that is part of Manhattanville College’s history, and to remind students 
and members of our community about what is happening around us,” states Reem 
Ahmed ’16, one of the students helping organize the event. 



 

About why people should attend the event, sophomore math major Jacqueline 
Kerner ’17 states, “HRAD is a learning experience that would curve attendees to be 
more aware of the outside world and the issues people face.” 

The day's events begin at 2 p.m., and all of them will take place in the Berman 
Center. Click here to see the full program for the day.  
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