
 
 

Manhattanville College Professor Publishes 40th Book  

 

 

Manhattanville College Professor, Barry Wilner, has recently published his 40th book: 
“Crazyball: Sports Scandals, Superstitions, and Sick Plays.” 

 “Crazyball is the story of crazy things that have happened in sports through the years 
whether it’s scandals, funny things, weird things like Evel Knievel trying to jump over a 
canyon on a motorcycle, the story of mascots of the different teams, and how they came 
to be,” stated Wilner about the book he coauthored with Ken Rappoport.  

“I think the most interesting part is actually about the mascots, because these are guys 
who do this for a living and whoever goes to school to become a mascot? And yet there 
actually used to be a school where you could study to be a mascot and there are some 
great stories from people like the San Diego Chicken and the Phillie Phanatic,” Wilner, 
who teaches Sport Journalism and Sport Communication classes for the Sport Business 
Management program, added.  

Being a newsman for the Associated Press for 38 years, Wilner has covered major sport 
events including the Super Bowl, the Olympics, the Stanley Cup Finals,  and the World 
Cup. He has also written for other renowned sports publications such as SportBusiness 
International, Inside Sports, and Lindy’s Sport Previews. 
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Other books that Wilner has written include “Football Feuds: The Greatest College 
Football Rivalries,” Harvard Beats Yale 29-29: ...and Other Great Comebacks from the 
Annals of Sports,” and “Girls Rule!” 

As a piece of advice for students who are willing to get published, Professor Wilner said: 
“It’s always a good idea to send ideas out, unsolicited, to magazines, newspapers, 
websites, any place that you could be published telling these outlets ‘here’s something 
that you might be interested in.’ You have to be aggressive, you have to take no for an 
answer a lot because that happens, but don’t back down.” 

Even though “Crazyball” just came out in August, Professor Wilner is already finalizing a 
new book that will be published next year about the history of the NFL draft titled “On 
the Call.” 

 


